Oral manifestations and blood profile in thalassemia trait  by Joob, Beuy & Wiwanitkit, Viroj
Journal of the Formosan Medical Association (2014) 113, 139Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
ScienceDirect
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thalassemia traitTo the Editor,
The recent report on oral manifestations and blood profile
in patients with thalassemia trait is very interesting.1 Wang
et al found many oral manifestations and reported that “TT
patients had significantly lower mean hemoglobin level,
corpuscular cell volume, Mentzer index, and Green and
King index (p < 0.001 for all) as well as significantly higher
mean red blood cell count and red blood cell distribution
width (p < 0.001 for both) than healthy controls.”1 Based
on the setting with high prevalence of thalassemia trait,
Thailand, we would like to share our experience on the
findings. Because of the few participants and no matched
case-control study, the findings in the report by Wang et al
might mislead. In general, the thalassemia trait cases might
have mild anemia or may be asymptomatic.2 In that report,
the observed blood profile might be due to other occulted
disorders. An important common confounding morbidity,
namely, the iron deficiency, has to be ruled out.
Conflicts of interest
The authors have no conflicts of interest relevant to this
article.0929-6646/$ - see front matter Copyright ª 2013, Elsevier Taiwan LLC
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jfma.2013.11.009References
1. Wang YP, Yu-Fong Chang J, Wu YC, Cheng SJ, Chen HM, Sun A.
Oral manifestations and blood profile in patients with thalas-
semia trait. J Formos Med Assoc 2013;112:761e5.
2. Fucharoen S, Winichagoon P. Haemoglobinopathies in Southeast
Asia. Indian J Med Res 2011;134:498e506.Beuy Joob*
Sanitation 1 Medical Academic Center,
Bangkok, Thailand
Viroj Wiwanitkit
Hainan Medical University, Haikou,
Hainan, China*Corresponding author. Sanitation 1 Medical Academic
Center, Bangkok, Thailand.
E-mail address: beuyjoob@hotmail.com
5 November 2013& Formosan Medical Association. All rights reserved.
